
Newsletter  

 

  
N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r
—

 J
a

n
u

a
r

y
 2

0
  

 

 

 

South Lodge Primary School, Castle Road, Invergordon, IV18 0LW 

01349 852521 

Southlodge.primary@highland.gov.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I know that we are well into January now but let me take this chance to wish you all a Happy New 
Year and I do hope that 2020 will be kind to you all and your families. 

This new term has started very positively with the publication of our follow up inspection report by 
Education Scotland Inspectors. As you know they visited the school in September of last year to re-
port on progress made from the original inspection in 2018. The follow up report went “live” on Edu-
cation Scotland’s website on Tuesday 14th January and I do hope that you have had a chance to read 
it. The inspectors very much praised the whole school community for the very hard work that has 
been completed since the original inspection. I would though like to draw you to the first sentence of 
the report which I believe just sums up the school perfectly: 

“South Lodge Primary School and Nursery Class continues to be a warm and friendly environment, 
where the wellbeing of children and families is central to the day-to-day work of all.” 
 
I think that is the perfect opener to have to an inspection report! The hard work will of course contin-
ue and Education Scotland have advised us on areas to further develop including how we track 
attainment across the curriculum, for example. If you have not had a chance to read the report then 
please do take  a few minutes  to look at it. It can be found at  https://education.gov.scot/ 
 

Continuing on the theme of hard work, we have been very fortunate in again having our school roll 
increase and we now have almost 200 children in the school, including the children in the Nursery. 
This is great news for the school though it does bring added extra work for Mrs Riggs in the office. 
Therefore, we would like to trial a new system in the school office so that Mrs Riggs can get on with 
her very important admin work with as little interruptions as possible. There will now be a time every 
day where the office is “closed.” There will be of course allowances for emergencies etc but you will 
find full details of what we are trialling further on in this newsletter.  

As we are now well into winter, we have included a reminder of the emergency closure procedures 
and what you need to do to check if we are open or closed. This you will find further on in the news-
letter    

As always, if you have any worries, concerns or anything to say please feel free to catch me outside. I 
know I have been rather absent at times from outside but I will try my best to be more visible in the 
morning. You can also come in any time but be aware that I teach 9-10.30am on a Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday but we will always strive to find someone to talk to you.  

Kind regards 

Mr Hayes-MacLeod 

https://education.gov.scot/
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Unfortunately we are having a spell of recurrent head lice .  Please be  
vigilant  and check your child’s hair regularly.   

Please can we remind everyone that it is extremely important that you do NOT send 
your child back to school within 48 hours of a vomiting/diarrhoea bug.  This is a High-
land Council wide policy that applies to both pupils and staff to try and prevent the 
spread of this unpleasant    illness.  If your child returns to school within the 48 hours 
after an episode then  they WILL be required to return home.   

Headlice 

Vomiting Bugs 

School Office Changes   

From 10.30am – 12pm each day the office will be closed and the phone will be directed to our 
answering service where you can leave a message. If there is an absolute emergency that can-
not wait until after 12pm then please ring the school mobile on 07599 292235.  

Please only use that number for EMERGENCIES only otherwise wait until after 12pm to ring.  

If you come into the school, please ring the bell in the reception area and someone will come 
to you but again we ask that this is for emergencies only.   

I know mornings can be manic getting the children ready, breakfast etc but we do find that we are passing messages 
onto children throughout the day for where they have to go after school, who is picking them up etc. This can take 
up a lot of time so again please do try and give children messages like these in the morning.  

I and Mrs Riggs would really appreciate your co-operation and understanding with these changes. 

 

Adverse Weather Procedures 

In times of adverse weather, please use and refer to the telephone messaging  

service. The number is: 

0800 564 2272 

Then when prompted, enter our unique pin number: 

04 2970 

Then option 1 is for the severe weather information. 

I will do my very best to give as much notice as possible to any school closures.  

Please also do look at our Facebook page and website as we will update these as well. 

If you have heard nothing and there have been no changes 

then always presume the school is open and there is no 

need for you to ring the school directly to ask.  
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Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 Cross Country at Dingwall Primary 1.30pm 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 Cross Country at Inver Football Pitch 1.30pm 

Monday 17th February—Tuesday 18th February Half term break 

Wednesday 19th February  In-service day (school closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 18th March Sponsored Skip (pm) 

Wednesday 25th March Parents Consulation Afternoon—school closes at 2.30pm for 
preparation.  Book Fair will be available to view & purchase 

Friday 27th March End of Term/Good Work/Easter Assembly 1.30 

School closes for the holidays 

Tuesday 14th April School re-opens to all. 

P7 Residential Trip to Loch Eil 

Tuesday 2nd June Sports Day 

Tuesday 9th June P4 trip 

Wednesday 10th June P3 trip 

Monday 15th June—Friday 19th June Transition Week for P7s to Academy 

Wednesday 17th June Nursery trip to Rosemarkie Beach 

Thursday 18th June P1-2 to Nairn Beach 

Friday 19th June P5 trip 

Wednesday 24th June P6 trip 

Friday 3rd July End of Term/Good Work/Leavers Assembly 10.30 

School closes for Summer 

Tuesday 18th August School re-opens to all 



Website:  https://southlodgeprimary.com 
   And follow us on Facebook—South Lodge Primary School 

Just an update on recent fundraising events.  We are pleased to inform you that our Halloween Disco back 
in October raised  £230.15.    Then in November we had a dance called City Limits held in the Social Club and 
that, together with a raffle with many prizes donated by local businesses, we raised a massive £1056.50.  At 
the Christmas Fayre  we raised another £96.70 and the Christmas disco raised £132.90 profit which was do-
nated towards the Primary 7 residential trip. 

 

We are hoping to hold a Valentine Disco—details will come out in due course. 

 

Many, many thanks for everyone who supports us.  It is much appreciated . 

A Plea from the Cook 

 
The Cooks are NOT allowed to ask your child for lunch money so if 
you send your child in with money then please can you instruct 
them to hand the money to cook the same day.  Cook is having 
parents querying why she is not asking their children for the lunch 
money but she is simply not allowed to do that.   


